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5 April
What would be Barres's attitude in regard to Hitler? He would ap-
prove him, I believe. For, after all, Hitlerism is a successful Boulan-
gism.10 What made it prove abortive in France? Circumstances or men?
Would the French people have let themselves be led into such ex-
cesses? Doubtless Hitlerism was favored by unemployment, poverty,
and that constant irritation which France, alas, seems to have taken it
upon herself to provide.
7 April
Since Germany seems bent upon getting rid of her brains, could
not France offer to take in that "gray matter" that our neighbors seem
to scorn?
Could not the French government, above and beyond politics, of-
fer Einstein, forced into exile by Germany, a chair in the College de
France, as was done in the past for Middewicz? A laboratory and the
means of continuing his research. ... In order to create a sort of
foreign annex to this College., which would perpetuate an ancient tra-
dition of receptivity of which France would have reason to be proud,
it would probably not be hard to gather together the necessary funds.
Shall we have enough sense to make this gesture before another coun-
try gets ahead of us? And this time what a fine reason we should have
for being glad to be French!
I speak of this to Malraux, who promises to speak of it to Monzie.11
Marseille
Kept in Paris to see Stravinsky again, I finally was able to leave Sat-
urday evening. Arrived the morning of the 9th. Roger M. du G. comes
to pick me up at eleven o'clock. Substantial conversation, as always. I
tell him of the idea of the College de France. He insists that I follow
it up, earnestly urging me to write and publish in Marianne12 an open
letter to Daladier or to Monzie. . . .
But is it not impertinent to assume that they have not thought of
this themselves?
Roquebrune, 10 April
Quite rested already by the joy of being back here, despite the last
two sleepless nights. A letter from Roger renews his request. I can-
not succeed in getting up'enough steam to dare writing. If only I
10 General Boulanger, named Minister of War by Clemenceau in 1886,
later became a Royalist and threatened the Republic in 1888-9 as a popular
dictator who might have seized power. Barres was among his many admirers.
II  Anatole de Monzie was then Minister of Education.
12 Marianne was a weekly newspaper of literary news published by the
Editions Gallimard.